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(57) ABSTRACT

Disclosed is an apparatus, system, and method to unlock a
body area network (BAN) of a patient and to transmit medical
data about the patient. The BAN, under the control of a body
area controller (BAC), may be unlocked based upon a pre-
defined patient action performed by the patient and the BAN
may then be connected to a wireless device. The BAN medi-
cal data of the patient may then be transmitted by the wireless
device.
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1
UNLOCKING A BODY AREA NETWORK

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present invention relates generally to an apparatus,
system, and method to unlock a body area network (BAN).

2. Relevant Background

In today’s high technology health care environment, sys-
tems containing body sensor units (BSUs) are currently uti-
lized for collecting and transmitting physiological data (e.g.,
vital signs such as blood pressure, pulse rate, etc.), which
reflect the health status of a patient. Such systems are com-
monly referred to as body area networks (BANs). If wireless
communication is employed in the system, it may be referred
to as a wireless body area network (WBAN). WBANs have
been used to wirelessly monitor the health of patients who
need frequent monitoring.

Although BANs have become very useful in health care in
monitoring the health status of patients, security issues
involving access to BANs have not been adequately
addressed. One primary concern is how to best control access
to a patient’s medical data from a patient’s BAN, especially in
an emergency situation. Based upon present health care secu-
rity implementations, either there is very little security, caus-
ing privacy to be at risk, or, too many security implementa-
tions are involved, risking patient safety.

Therefore, as BANs become more prevalent, techniques
are needed for emergency workers, as well as other health
care professionals, to gain access to the medical information
from BANS, as quickly as possible, especially in emergency
situations. However, at the same time, great security concerns
are present if every emergency worker (or other health care
professional) always has available access to every BAN in
which case BAN systems are very insecure. Therefore, tech-
niques are needed for proper security in unlocking BANs, so
that BAN medical data can be properly utilized by emergency
workers and other health care professionals, while still main-
taining security for patients.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, a method of unlocking a body area network
(BAN) of a patient to transmit medical data is disclosed. The
method comprises unlocking the BAN based upon a pre-
defined patient action performed by the patient and connect-
ing the BAN to a wireless device. Further, the method com-
prises transmitting BAN medical data of the patient by the
wireless device.

In one aspect, a body area controller (BAC) is disclosed.
The BAC may comprise a transceiver and a processor. The
processor may unlock a body area network (BAN) based
upon a pre-defined patient action performed by a patient and
may connect the BAN to a wireless device through the trans-
ceiver such that the wireless device is configured to transmit
the BAN medical data of the patient.

In one aspect, a body area controller (BAC) is disclosed.
The BAC may comprise: means for unlocking a body area
network (BAN) based upon a pre-defined patient action per-
formed by a patient; and means for connecting the BAN to a
wireless device such that the wireless device is configured to
transmit the BAN medical data of the patient.

In one aspect, a computer program product is disclosed that
comprises a computer-readable medium including code for:
unlocking a body area network (BAN) based upon a pre-
defined patient action performed by a patient; and connecting
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2

the BAN to a wireless device such that the wireless device is
configured to transmit the BAN medical data of the patient.

In one aspect, a method of unlocking a body area network
(BAN) of a patient is disclosed. The method comprises
unlocking the BAN based upon a pre-defined patient action
performed by the patient and connecting the BAN to a wire-
less device. Further, the method comprises processing infor-
mation from the BAN using the wireless device.

In one aspect, a method of unlocking a body area network
(BAN) of a patient to transmit medical data is disclosed. The
method comprises determining if a pre-defined body change
of the patient has occurred and/or the patient is incapable of
performing a pre-defined patient action and unlocking the
BAN automatically. Further, the method comprises connect-
ing the BAN to a wireless device and transmitting BAN
medical data of the patient by the wireless device.

In one aspect, a body area controller (BAC) comprising a
transceiver and processor is disclosed. The processer deter-
mines ifa pre-defined body change of the patient has occurred
and/or the patient is incapable of performing a pre-defined
patient action and unlocks a body area network (BAN). Fur-
ther, the processor connects the BAN to a wireless device
through the transceiver such that the wireless device is con-
figured to transmit the BAN medical data of the patient.

In one aspect a body area controller (BAC) is disclosed that
comprises: means for determining if a pre-defined body
change of a patient has occurred and/or the patient is inca-
pable of performing a pre-defined patient action and means
for unlocking a body area network (BAN). Further, the BAC
comprises means for connecting the BAN to a wireless device
such that the wireless device is configured to transmit the
BAN medical data of the patient.

Inoneaspect, a computer program product is disclosed that
comprises a computer-readable medium including code for:
determining if a pre-defined body change of a patient has
occurred and/or the patient is incapable of performing a pre-
defined patient action; unlocking a body area network (BAN);
and connecting the BAN to a wireless device such that the
wireless device is configured to transmit the BAN medical
data of the patient.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a diagram illustrating a BAN system that may be
unlocked and connected to a wireless device.

FIG. 1B is adiagram illustrating a BAC of the BAN system.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating examples of pre-defined
patient actions that may be used to unlock the BAN system.

FIG. 3A is a flow diagram that illustrates a process to
unlock the BAN system.

FIG. 3B is a flow diagram that illustrates another process to
unlock the BAN system.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a patient or helper utilizing
their wireless device to transmit BAN medical data.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating the use of a wireless device
by an emergency responder.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating the use of a wireless device
by a medical support person.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The word “example” is used herein to mean “serving as an
example, instance, or illustration.” Any aspect described
herein as an “example” is not necessarily to be construed as
preferred or advantageous over other aspects or embodi-
ments.
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According to aspects of the invention, a system, method,
and apparatus are described in which a body area network
(BAN) may be unlocked if a patient is capable of performing
a pre-defined patient action (i.e., the patient is conscious)
such that the BAN may be unlocked by the patient imple-
menting the pre-defined patient action. An example of this
may be a patient pressing against a specific part of the body
for a pre-determined period of time or the patient making a
specific pre-designated body movement (e.g., touching the
backs of the hands together). The actions should be specific
enough to ensure that the BAN does not unlock through
casual contact and that the patient is aware that they are
performing the patient action. However, if the patient is
unable to perform the pre-defined patient action (e.g., the
patient is unconscious) then the consent to unlock the BAN
may be implied (e.g., as with consent for first aid to an
emergency worker). Further, if the BAN detects severe body
problems (e.g. major heart abnormalities), the BAN may
unlock itself on its own accord.

As wireless and mobile devices (e.g., cell phones) are
increasingly prevalent, they may be utilized in conjunction
with the BAN. For example, a patient’s wireless or mobile
device (or that of a helpful bystander) may start sending the
BAN’s medical data to an emergency service (e.g., viax911)
when the BAN is unlocked such that the emergency service
may send an emergency responder to the patient. Further, this
may allow emergency responders (e.g., paramedics) to access
the patients” BAN medical data and other health and identity
data and prepare while en-route to the patient saving valuable
time and this can help medical responders once they arrive.
Further, medical advice can be given to the patient and/or
helpers while the medical responders are en-route to them.

Aspects of the invention relate to a system, method, and
apparatus of unlocking a BAN of a patient to transmit medical
data. With reference to FIGS. 1A and 1B, a BAN system 100
is shown that may be unlocked during an emergency situation
to transmit medical data about a patient 102 while still ensur-
ing security of the medical data for the patient. BAN 100 may
include one or more body sensor units (BSUs) 104 coupled to
abody area controller (BAC) 110 of the patient 102. BAC110
may further be wirelessly connected via a link 112 to a wire-
less or mobile device 114 to transmit BAN medical data about
the patient to the wireless or mobile device 114.

As an example, BSUs 104 may include: a glucose monitor
120; a vision monitor 122; an electroencephalography (EEG)
monitor 124; a hearing monitor 126; an electrocardiography
(ECG) monitor 128; a blood pressure monitor 130; a toxins
monitor 132; and implant modules 134. It should be appreci-
ated by those of'skill in the art that these are just examples of
BSUs that may be utilized in a BAN 100 and that a wide
variety of differing types of BSUs may be utilized. Further, as
will be described in more detail later, BAN 100 may include
sensors 140 that can be used by a patient to unlock the BAN
100 based upon a pre-defined patient action performed by the
patient 102.

As shown in FIG. 1B, BAC 110 may include a processor
150 coupled to a transceiver 152 and a memory 154. Memory
154 may include programs, instructions, functions, or rou-
tines for execution by processor 150, as will be described
herein. In one aspect, processor 150 may receive medical
data/information through an interface 160 from the various
BSUs 104 and signals about patient actions from sensors 140
through interface 162. BAC 110 may unlock BAN 100 of a
patient 102 to transmit medical data about the patient from the
BSUs 104 and/or sensors 140 through transceiver 152 and via
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4

link 112 to wireless or mobile device 114 based upon a
pre-defined patient action implemented or performed by the
patient 102.

For example, processor 150 may unlock BAN 100 based
upon a pre-defined patient action performed by the patient
102 and sensed by sensors 140 and may then connect BAN
100 through link 112 to wireless or mobile device 114. As an
example, processor 150 may command transceiver 152 to
transmit BAN medical data associated with the patient 102
via link 112 to wireless or mobile device 114. Link 112 may
be a local area network (ILAN), a wireless local area network
(WLAN) link, or any short range network link. As examples,
link 112 may be a WiF1i link, a Near Field Communication
link, a BLUETOOTH link, USB link, or any type of suitable
local area or short range link. Further, wireless or mobile
device 114 of the patient (or the wireless or mobile device of
another user (e.g., helpful bystander, emergency responder,
etc.)) may transmit the BAN medical data through a wireless
or wired link 115 to an emergency service, as will be
described in more detail. Further, it should be appreciated that
device 114 may be any type of computing device which may
communicate via wired or wireless links.

Examples of pre-defined patient actions will be hereinafter
discussed. For example, a pre-defined patient action to unlock
BAN 100 may include a patient 102 pressing against a pre-
designated part of the body that includes a sensor 140. With
brief additional reference to FIG. 2, some examples of pre-
defined patient actions will be described. As one example, a
patient 102 may press their hands 215 against the back of their
head 220 for a pre-determined amount of time. The patient
102 may have internal or external sensors 140 (not shown)
associated with their head 220 and hands 215 that will sense
one another, and after a pre-determined amount of time, will
transmit a signal to BAC 110 to unlock BAN 100.

As another example, a pre-defined patient action to unlock
the BAN 100 may include a pre-designated body movement.
For example, a patient 102 may touch the back of their hands
215 together three times to unlock BAN 100. As yet another
example, the patient 102 may touch their hand 215 to the back
of their shoulder 225 two times. The patient 102 may have
internal or external sensors 140 (not shown) associated with
their hands 215 and back 225 that will sense one another and
will transmit a signal to BAC 110 to unlock BAN 100.

It should be appreciated that there are a wide variety of
different types of patient actions that may be pre-defined and
that may be sensed by sensors 140 as far as time and fre-
quency to unlock the BAN 100. In particular, signals from
sensors 140 may be transmitted and received by processor
150 of BAC 110, and if they match pre-defined criteria, pro-
cessor 150 may unlock BAN 100 and connect BAN 100 to
wireless or mobile device 114 via link 112.

It should be appreciated that pressing against a pre-desig-
nated part of the body or a pre-designated body movement
related to touching hands 215 together, touching the back of
the head 220, or touching the shoulder 225, are merely
examples of'a wide variety of different types of techniques for
touching different body part and movements that may be
utilized. A wide variety of different body parts, movements,
and sensors may be utilized. However, the techniques should
be specific enough to ensure that the BAN 100 does not
unlock due to casual contact and also that the patient is aware
that they are unlocking their BAN.

As to sensors 140, a wide variety of different types of
internal or external sensors may be utilized at different parts
of the patient’s body. Examples were provided as to a
patient’s hands 215, a patient’s head 220, patient’s shoulder
220, however, as should be appreciated, any suitable part of
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the body may be utilized. Further, any suitable type of internal
or external sensor 140 may utilized. Examples of sensors 140
may include motion sensors (e.g., accelerometers), pressure
sensors, force sensors, sound sensors, vibration sensors, mag-
netic sensors, proximity sensors, optical sensors, electrical
sensors, light sensors, laser sensors, image sensors, conduc-
tive sensors, radio sensors, position sensors, angle sensors,
displacement sensors, distance sensors, speed sensors, heat
sensors, temperature sensors, etc., or any type of sensor that
may be utilized to identify a pre-defined patient action such as
pressing against a pre-designated part of the body or identi-
fying a pre-designated body movement.

In particular, if processor 150 of BAC 110 identifies a
pre-defined patient action from a sensor 140 such as a patient
pressing against a pre-designated part of the body or a pre-
designated body movement, processor 150 will unlock BAN
100 such that BAN medical data is transmitted via link 112 to
wireless or mobile device 114. Wireless or mobile device 114
may then transmit the BAN medical data via link 115 to
another entity such as an appropriate emergency service.
Although wireless or mobile device 114 may transmit the
BAN medical data via link 115 to an appropriate emergency
service, it may also transmit the BAN medical data to other
entities, as will be described.

Additionally, in one aspect, if a patient 102 is incapable of
performing a pre-defined action then BAN 100 may be auto-
matically unlocked. For example, if the patient 102 is uncon-
scious or severely injured, an appropriate BSU 104 may trans-
mit appropriate data to processor 150 of BAC 110 such that
processor 150 unlocks the BAN 100 and transmits the BAN
medical data via link 112 to a wireless or mobile device 114,
at which point, the wireless or mobile device 114 may trans-
mit the BAN medical data via link 115 to another entity such
as an appropriate emergence service. As a particular example,
processor 150 may automatically unlock the BAN 100 based
upon a pre-defined body change of the patient 102 identified
by one of the BSUs 104. For example, ECG sensor 128 may
detect a major heart abnormality, blood pressure sensor 130
may detect a severe decrease or increase in blood pressure,
toxin sensor 132 may detect a huge amount of toxins. All of
these are examples of a pre-defined body change of a patient
that may be detected by a BSU 104 and a corresponding
signal from the BSU 104 may be transmitted via I/F 160 to
BAC 110, which under control of processor 150, may unlock
the BAN 100, transmit the patient’s BAN medical data to
wireless or mobile device 114 via link 112, and wireless or
mobile device 114 may transmit the patient’s BAN medical
data to an appropriate emergency service via link 115. It
should be appreciated that any type of medical condition that
renders a patient unconscious, incapacitated, or severely
injured may be detected by an appropriate BSU 104 and the
BAN 100 automatically unlocked for the patient 102.

As previously described, according to one aspect, after
processor 150 of BAC 110 unlocks the BAN 100, the medical
data from the BAN 100 may be transmitted through trans-
ceiver 152 via link 112 to wireless or mobile device 114 and
the wireless or mobile device 114 may transmit the BAN
medical data via wireless link 115 (e.g., a cellular network) to
an emergency service. For example, the wireless or mobile
device 114 may transmit their BAN medical data through an
appropriate emergency call (e.g., x911) to an appropriate
emergency service to request medical assistance (e.g., an
ambulance, paramedic, fire department, police response,
etc.).

With brief reference to FIG. 3 A, a flow diagram illustrates
a process 301 that may be executed by BAN 100. At block
303, BAN 100 is unlocked based upon a pre-defined patient
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action performed by the patient 102. For example, a patient
may press against a pre-designated part of the body or per-
form a pre-designated body movement as previously
described with reference to FIG. 2. Next, at block 305, the
BAN 100 is connected a wireless device. For example, as
previously described with reference to FIGS. 1A and 1B,
processor 150 of BAC 110 may unlock BAN 100 such that the
BAN medical data of the patient is transmitted from trans-
ceiver 152 via link 112 to the wireless or mobile device 114.
Further, at block 307, the BAN medical data of the patient is
transmitted by the wireless device. As an example, as previ-
ously described, wireless or mobile device 114 may then
transmit the BAN medical data via link 115 to another entity
such as an appropriate emergency service.

With brief reference to FIG. 3B, a flow diagram illustrates
process 300 that may be performed or executed by BAN 100.
At decision block 304, based upon data received from BSUs
104, processor 150 of BAC 110 may determine if the patient
is conscious. If not, BAN 100 is unlocked (block 306) and the
process 300 moves to block 314, as will be hereinafter
described. If the patient is conscious, then BAC 110 requires
a pre-defined patient action (block 310) to unlock BAN 100,
such as pressing against a pre-designated part of the body or
a pre-designated body movement (as previously described),
then BAN 100 is unlocked (block 312). BAC 110 may then
connect BAN 100 to wireless or mobile device 114 via link
112 (block 314) and transmits the patient’s BAN medical data
to the wireless or mobile device 114 (block 316). Next,
another entity such as an emergency service may receive the
BAN medical data about the patient via link 115 from a
transmission by the wireless or mobile device 114 (block
320). It should be appreciated that wireless or mobile device
114 may be a patient’s wireless device, a helper’s wireless
device, or an emergency responder’s wireless device. Further,
it should be appreciated that device 114 may be any type of
computing device which may communicate via wired or
wireless links.

As an example, the patient’s wireless or mobile device 114
may start sending BAN medical data to an emergency service
(e.g., via a x911 call) when the BAN 100 is unlocked. This
may alert the emergency service of the patient’s medical
emergency and medical condition and allow emergency
responders (e.g., paramedics) to access the patient’s BAN
medical data and identify data while en-route to the patient
saving valuable time and aiding the medical responders once
they arrive. Further, the emergency service can provide medi-
cal advice to the patient or a helper through the wireless or
mobile device as to how to best respond to their current
medical condition.

Turning now to FIG. 4, a block diagram illustrating a
patient or helper utilizing their wireless or mobile device 114
to transmit BAN medical data is shown. As previously
described, a patient 102 may unlock their BAN 100 by a
pre-defined patient action, such as pressing against a pre-
designated part of the body or a pre-designated body move-
ment. Also, BAN 100 may also be unlocked if the patient is
unconscious and incapable of performing a pre-defined
patient action (e.g., unconscious) or if a pre-defined body
change of the patient occurs as identified by one of BSUs 104
(e.g., low blood pressure, low heart rate, etc.).

Inparticular, when one or more of these unlocking features
oractivities occur, as identified by processor 150 of BAC 110,
processor 150 through transceiver 152 transmits the BAN
medical data via link 112 to wireless or mobile device 114.
Wireless or mobile device 114 may be the wireless or mobile
device of the patient, a helper, or any other user. Based upon
the receipt of the BAN medical data via link 112, wireless or
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mobile device 114 under the control of processor 402 may
recognize the BAN medical data and may command trans-
ceiver 406 to transmit the BAN medical data via a link 115 to
another entity such as an emergency service 410. Memory
404 may include programs, instructions, functions, or rou-
tines for execution by processor 402. It should be appreciated
that wireless or mobile device 114 may be a cell phone, tablet,
smart phone, laptop computer, PDA, or any sort of computing
device with wireless or wired connectivity. Also, common
features of a wireless or mobile device, such as, user inter-
faces, display devices, etc., have not been described herein for
brevity’s sake, but are apparent to those of skill in the art.

As one example, wireless or mobile device 114 may
include an application program, that, upon receipt of the BAN
medical data from the BAC 110 of the BAN 100 via link 112,
may provide an emergency response option, such that if a
patient or helper selects the emergency response option (e.g.,
pushing a button on the user interface such as through a
keypad or on the display device), wireless or mobile device
114 under the control of processor 402 transmits the BAN
medical data and patient information through the transceiver
406 via wired or wireless link 115 to an emergency service
410. As an example, this may be similarto ax911 call. In one
aspect, the x911 call may pre-programmed into the wireless
or mobile device 114 as part of the application program. As
another example, the wireless or mobile device 114 may
simply transmit the BAN medical data and patient informa-
tion via link 115 to emergency service 410 upon receipt of the
BAN medical data automatically without a user selecting the
emergency response option.

Emergency service 410 may be a government or private
emergency service (e.g., a Public Safety Answering Point
(PSAP) reachable via ax911 call or another suitable call) that
controls: ambulance service, medical service, police service,
fire department service, etc. The emergency service 410 may
further be connected through the Internet 415 and a public
switched telephone network (PSTN) 420 to other entities,
data sources, etc. Emergency service 410 may instruct an
emergency responder (e.g., an ambulance, paramedic, fire
engine, police, etc.) to go the patient 102 and provide medical
assistance. Further, the emergency service 410 may provide
the emergency responder with the patient’s BAN medical
data, position information, as well as additional medical data
about the patient. This allows the emergency responder to
access the patient’s health and identity data while en-route to
the patient, saving valuable time, and may help the medical
responder once they arrive. Additionally, the emergency ser-
vice 410 may transmit medical advice to the wireless or
mobile device 114 of patient/helper to help the patient/helper
to deal with the medical emergency while they await the
emergency responder. Further, it should be appreciated that
device 114 may be any type of computing device which may
communicate via wired or wireless links.

With additional reference to FIG. 5, once the emergency
service 410 has been contacted, and the emergency responder
has been sent en-route to the patient 102, the emergency
responder’s device 501, such as a wireless device or a mobile
device, may include a processor 502, memory 504, and trans-
ceiver 506, may receive via link 115 from the emergency
service 410, the patient’s BAN medical data, position infor-
mation, as well as additional medical data about the patient.
This allows the emergency responder to access the patients’
health and identity data while en-route to the patient, saving
valuable time, and may help the medical responder once they
arrive. Additional medical information about the patient may
be provided to the wireless or mobile device 501 of the
medical responder via wireless or wired link 115 that the
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emergency service 410 acquires through the Internet 415 or
other networks from hospital, doctors, medical networks,
etc., that relate to the medical history of the patient 102. It
should be appreciated that device 501 may be any type of
computing device with or without wireless capabilities, and
in one embodiment, may be a medical device.

Further, once the emergency responder arrives to patient
102, the BAN medical data of the patient 102 may be trans-
mitted via link 112 directly to the wireless or mobile device
501 of the emergency responder such that the processor 502
can process the BAN medical data information about the
patient and can display the BAN medical information to the
emergency responder. It should be appreciated that wireless
ormobile device 501 of the emergency responder may also be
a medical device that utilizes the BAN medical information
for medical device functions. The wireless or mobile device
501 of the emergency responder may transmit the BAN medi-
cal data of the patient to a medical data server 612 (see FIG.
6) of a hospital, a medical service provider (e.g., a doctor), or
a medical network. For example, the medical data sever 612
may be a server of a nearby hospital or a medical network that
has medical data and other information (e.g., identity infor-
mation, contact information, etc.) about the patient 102.
Additionally, the wireless or mobile device 501 of the emer-
gency responder may further receive medical data and/or
instructions about how to best medically treat the patient from
the medical data server 612.

With reference to FIG. 6, according to yet another aspect,
the BAN 100 of a patient 102 may be connected to a device
601 of medical support personnel (e.g., a nurse at a hospital,
a doctor at a doctor’s office, etc.). The device 601 may be a
wireless, mobile, or wired device and may include a processor
602, memory 604, and a transceiver 606. For example, the
device 601 may be a cell phone, laptop, tablet, personal com-
puter, personal digital assistant (PDA), etc., or may be a
medical device with or without wireless capabilities. It should
be appreciated that device 601 may be any type of device with
or without wireless capabilities, and in one embodiment, may
be a medical device. As previously described, the patient 102
may unlock the BAN 110 based upon a pre-defined patient
action such as pressing against a pre-designated part of the
body or a pre-designated body movement. The device 601
may receive the patient’s BAN medical data via link 112
through transceiver 606 and through transceiver 606 may
transmit the patient’s BAN medical data through a link 610 to
a medical data server 612 associated with the hospital, the
doctor’s office, or a medical network associated with the
patient. The device 601 of the medical support personnel may
further receive medical data via link 610 from the medical
data server 612. In this way, the medical support personnel
utilizing a device 601 may receive medical data and other
information (e.g., identity information, contact information,
etc.) about the patient. Further, in the example in which the
device 601 is a wireless medical device, the BAN medical
data of the patient may 102 be inputted into the wireless
medical device.

As an example, a nurse at a hospital utilizing a medical
device 601 may receive BAN medical data via link 112 from
the BAC 110 of a patient such that medical device 601 under
the control of processor 602 may utilize the BAN medical
data for monitoring functions, such as: monitoring blood
pressure, monitoring heart rate, etc. Further, medical device
601 may transmit via transceiver 606, through link 610, the
BAN medical data about the patient to the medical data server
612 at the hospital and the medical device 601 may further
receive medical data about the patient from the medical data
server 612. It should be appreciated, that these links for the
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medical device may be wired or wireless. As another
example, a patient may visit a doctor at the doctor’s office,
unlock their BAN 100 based upon a pre-defined patient
action, and the BAN medical data via link 112 may provide to
the doctor’s device 601 (e.g., a laptop) access to the patient’s
current BAN medical data as measured by the BSUs 104, a
log of past medical data measured by the BAN 100, as well as
other information about the patient, such that the doctor can
analyze the patient’s health.

As to security features for doctor, hospital, etc., the patient
102 may still unlock their BAN 100 based upon a pre-defined
patient action or a pre-designated body movement, as previ-
ously described, to ensure security. Additionally, after this
secure opening, the doctors, nurses, etc. may utilize a new
shared key or a previously utilized shared key with the BAN
100 of the patient. In some aspects, a key may be displayed on
the BCU. Further, access to the BAN 100 may be based on the
link 112 and may be limited by location and proximity to
device 601. The patient can also re-lock their BAN 100 at any
time. Different levels of access may also be provided such as:
single person access (e.g., only to a doctor), group access or
multiple person access (e.g., to visiting nurses in proximity),
or completely open access to anyone in proximity. Addition-
ally, different types of access to the BAN may be provided,
such as: read/write access (e.g., only doctors) or read access
only (e.g., to nurses), etc. It should be appreciated that a wide
variety of different types of access may be employed.

Thus, a system, method, and apparatus are described in
which a BAN 100 may be unlocked if a patient 102 is capable
of performing a pre-defined patient action (i.e., the patient is
conscious). An example of this may be a patient 102 pressing
against a specific part of the body for a pre-determined period
of time or the patient 102 making a specific pre-designated
body movement (e.g., touching the backs of the hands
together). However, if the patient 102 is unable to perform the
pre-defined patient action (e.g., the patient is unconscious or
has severe body problems as measured by the BSUs 104) then
the consent to unlock the BAN 100 may be implied and the
BAN 100 may automatically unlock itself. Further, because
wireless or mobile devices (e.g., cell phones) are increasingly
prevalent, they may be utilized in conjunction with the BAN
100. For example, a patient’s wireless or mobile device (or
that of a helpful bystander) may start sending the BAN’s
medical data to an emergency service (e.g., via x911) when
the BAN 100 is unlocked and the emergency service may
send an emergency responder to the patient 102. Further, this
may allow emergency responders (e.g., paramedics) to access
the patient’s BAN medical data and other health and identity
data and prepare while en-route to the patient saving valuable
time and this can help medical responders once they arrive.
Moreover, medical advice can be given to the patient and/or
helpers while the medical responders are en-route to them.

It should be appreciated that embodiments of the invention
previously described may be performed in conjunction with
the execution of instructions by processors (e.g., processors
of the BAC 110, the patient’helper’s wireless or mobile
device 114, the emergency responder’s wireless or mobile
device 501, the doctor/hospital’s device 601, etc.), and/or
other circuitry and/or other devices. Particularly, this cir-
cuitry, including but not limited to processors, may operate
under the control of a program, routine, or the execution of
instructions to execute methods or processes in accordance
with embodiments of the invention. For example, such a
program may be executed in firmware or software (e.g. stored
in memory and/or other locations) and may be executed by
processors and/or other circuitry. Further, it should be appre-
ciated that the terms processor, microprocessor, circuitry,
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controller, etc., refer to any type of logic or circuitry capable
of executing logic, commands, instructions, software, firm-
ware, functionality, etc.

Further, the BAC 110, the patient/helper’s wireless or
mobile device 114, the emergency responder’s wireless or
mobile device 501, the doctor/hospital’s device 601, emer-
gency service 415, medical data server 612, etc., may com-
municate via one or more wireless communication links (e.g.,
links 112, 115, 610, etc.) that are based on or otherwise
support any suitable wireless communication technology or
may communicate via wired communication links. For
example, in some aspects the wireless or mobile devices may
associate with a network. In some aspects the network may
comprise a body area network or a personal area network
(e.g., an ultra-wideband network). In some aspects the net-
work may comprise a local area network or a wide area
network. A wireless or mobile device may support or other-
wise use one or more of a variety of wireless communication
technologies, protocols, or standards such as, for example,
GSM, CDMA, TDMA, OFDM, OFDMA, WiMAX, and Wi-
Fi. Similarly, a wireless or mobile device may support or
otherwise use one or more of a variety of corresponding
modulation or multiplexing schemes. A wireless or mobile
device may thus include appropriate components (e.g., air
interfaces) to establish and communicate via one or more
wireless communication links using the above or other wire-
less communication technologies. For example, a device may
comprise a wireless transceiver with associated transmitter
and receiver components (e.g., a transmitter and a receiver)
that may include various components (e.g., signal generators
and signal processors) that facilitate communication over a
wireless medium. As is well known, a wireless or mobile
device may therefore wirelessly communicate with other
mobile devices, cell phones, other wired and wireless com-
puters, Internet web-sites, etc.

The teachings herein may be incorporated into (e.g.,
executed within or performed by) a variety of apparatuses
(e.g., devices). For example, one or more aspects taught
herein may be incorporated into a phone (e.g., a cellular
phone), a smart phone, a tablet, a laptop computer, a personal
data assistant (“PDA”), an entertainment device (e.g., a music
or video device), a headset (e.g., headphones, an earpiece,
etc.), a microphone, a medical device (e.g., a biometric sen-
sor, a heart rate monitor, a pedometer, an EKG device, etc.), a
computer, a server, a point-of-sale device, a hearing aid, a
set-top box, or any other suitable device.

In some aspects a wireless or mobile device may comprise
an access device (e.g., a Wi-Fi access point) for a communi-
cation system. Such an access device (also referred to as a
base station) may provide, for example, connectivity to
another network (e.g., a wide area network such as the Inter-
net or a cellular network) via a wired or wireless communi-
cation link. Accordingly, the access device may enable
another device (e.g., a Wi-Fi station) to access the other
network or some other functionality. In addition, it should be
appreciated that one or both of the devices may be portable or,
in some cases, relatively non-portable.

Those of skill in the art would understand that information
and signals may be represented using any of a variety of
different technologies and techniques. For example, data,
instructions, commands, information, signals, bits, symbols,
and chips that may be referenced throughout the above
description may be represented by voltages, currents, elec-
tromagnetic waves, magnetic fields or particles, optical fields
or particles, or any combination thereof.

Those of skill would further appreciate that the various
illustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits, and algorithm
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steps described in connection with the embodiments dis-
closed herein may be performed as electronic hardware, com-
puter software, or combinations of both. To clearly illustrate
this interchangeability of hardware and software, various
illustrative components, blocks, modules, circuits, and steps
have been described above generally in terms of their func-
tionality. Whether such functionality is performed as hard-
ware or software depends upon the particular application and
design constraints imposed on the overall system. Skilled
artisans may implement the described functionality in vary-
ing ways for each particular application, but such implemen-
tation decisions should not be interpreted as causing a depar-
ture from the scope of the present invention.

The various illustrative logical blocks, modules, and cir-
cuits described in connection with the embodiments dis-
closed herein may be executed or performed with a general
purpose processor, a digital signal processor (DSP), an appli-
cation specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a field program-
mable gate array (FPGA) or other programmable logic
device, discrete gate or transistor logic, discrete hardware
components, or any combination thereof designed to perform
the functions described herein. A general purpose processor
may be a microprocessor, but in the alternative, the processor
may be any conventional processor, controller, microcontrol-
ler, or state machine. A processor may also be implemented as
a combination of computing devices, e.g., a combination of a
DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors,
one or more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core,
or any other such configuration.

The steps of a method, process, routine, or algorithm
described in connection with the embodiments disclosed
herein may be embodied directly in hardware, in a software
module executed by a processor, or in a combination of the
two. A software module may reside in RAM memory, flash
memory, ROM memory, EPROM memory, EEPROM
memory, registers, hard disk, a removable disk, a CD-ROM,
or any other form of storage medium known in the art. An
exemplary storage medium is coupled to the processor such
the processor can read information from, and write informa-
tion to, the storage medium. In the alternative, the storage
medium may be integral to the processor. The processor and
the storage medium may reside in an ASIC. The ASIC may
reside in a user terminal. In the alternative, the processor and
the storage medium may reside as discrete components in a
user terminal.

In one or more exemplary embodiments, the functions
described may be performed in hardware, software, firmware,
or any combination thereof. If performed in software as a
computer program product, the functions may be stored on or
transmitted over as one or more instructions or code on a
computer-readable medium. Computer-readable media
includes both computer storage media and communication
media including any medium that facilitates transfer of a
computer program from one place to another. A storage media
may be any available media that can be accessed by a com-
puter. By way of example, and not limitation, such computer-
readable media can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-
ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or
other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium that can
be used to carry or store desired program code in the form of
instructions or data structures and that can be accessed by a
computer. Also, any connection is properly termed a com-
puter-readable medium. For example, if the software is trans-
mitted from a web site, server, or other remote source using a
coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, twisted pair, digital subscriber
line (DSL), or wireless technologies such as infrared, radio,
and microwave, then the coaxial cable, fiber optic cable,
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twisted pair, DSL, or wireless technologies such as infrared,
radio, and microwave are included in the definition of
medium. Disk and disc, as used herein, includes compact disc
(CD), laser disc, optical disc, digital versatile disc (DVD),
floppy disk and blu-ray disc where disks usually reproduce
data magnetically, while discs reproduce data optically with
lasers. Combinations of the above should also be included
within the scope of computer-readable media.

The previous description of the disclosed embodiments is
provided to enable any person skilled in the art to make or use
the present invention. Various modifications to these embodi-
ments will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, and
the generic principles defined herein may be applied to other
embodiments without departing from the spirit or scope of the
invention. Thus, the present invention is not intended to be
limited to the embodiments shown herein but is to be
accorded the widest scope consistent with the principles and
novel features disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of unlocking a body area network (BAN) ofa
patient to transmit medical data comprising:

unlocking the BAN based upon a pre-defined patient action

performed by the patient, wherein the pre-defined
patient action to unlock the BAN includes pressing
against a pre-designated part of the body;

connecting the BAN to a wireless device; and

transmitting BAN medical data of the patient by the wire-

less device.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein, the BAN includes a
body area controller (BAC) and one or more body sensor units
(BSUs).

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the BAN is connected to
a wireless device of the patient and the wireless device of the
patient transmits the BAN medical data of the patient to an
emergency service.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the BAN is connected to
a wireless device of a helper and the wireless device of the
helper transmits the BAN medical data of the patient to an
emergency service.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the BAN is connected to
a wireless device of an emergency responder and the wireless
device of the emergency responder transmits the BAN medi-
cal data of the patient to a medical data server.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the wireless device of
the emergency responder further receives medical data about
the patient from the medical data server.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the BAN is connected to
a wireless device of a medical support personnel and the
wireless device of the medical support personnel transmits
the BAN medical data of the patient to a medical data server.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the wireless device of
the medical support personnel further receives medical data
about the patient from the medical data server.

9. A body area controller (BAC) comprising:

a transceiver; and

a processor coupled to the transceiver, the processor con-

figured to:

unlock a body area network (BAN) based upon a pre-
defined patient action performed by a patient, wherein
the pre-defined patient action to unlock the BAN
includes pressing against a pre-designated part of the
body; and

connect the BAN to a wireless device through the trans-
ceiver such that the wireless device is configured to
transmit BAN medical data of the patient.

10. The BAC of claim 9, wherein, the BAN includes one or
more body sensor units (BSUs).
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11. The BAC of claim 9, wherein the wireless device is
associated with the patient and the wireless device of the
patient transmits the BAN medical data to an emergency
service.

12. The BAC of claim 9, wherein the wireless device is
associated with a helper and the wireless device of the helper
transmits the BAN medical data of the patient to an emer-
gency service.

13. The BAC of claim 9, wherein the wireless device is
associated with an emergency responder and the wireless
device of the emergency responder transmits the BAN medi-
cal data of the patient to a medical data server.

14. The BAC of claim 13, wherein the wireless device of
the emergency responder further receives medical data about
the patient from the medical data server.

15. The BAC of claim 9, wherein the wireless device is
associated with a medical support personnel and the wireless
device of the medical support personnel transmits the BAN
medical data of the patient to a medical data server.

16. A body area controller (BAC) comprising:

means for unlocking a body area network (BAN) based

upon a pre-defined patient action performed by a patient,
wherein the pre-defined patient action to unlock the
BAN includes pressing against a pre-designated part of
the body; and

means for connecting the BAN to a wireless device such

that the wireless device is configured to transmit the
BAN medical data of the patient.

17. The BAC of claim 16, wherein the wireless device is
associated with the patient and the wireless device of the
patient transmits the BAN medical data to an emergency
service.

18. The BAC of claim 16, wherein the wireless device is
associated with a helper and the wireless device of the helper
transmits the BAN medical data of the patient to an emer-
gency service.

19. The BAC of claim 16, wherein the wireless device is
associated with an emergency responder and the wireless
device of the emergency responder transmits the BAN medi-
cal data of the patient to a medical data server.

20. The BAC of claim 19, wherein the wireless device of
the emergency responder further receives medical data about
the patient from the medical data server.

21. A computer program product comprising:

a non-transitory computer-readable medium comprising

code for:

unlocking a body area network (BAN) based upon a pre-

defined patient action performed by a patient, wherein
the pre-defined patient action to unlock the BAN
includes pressing against a pre-designated part of the
body; and

connecting the BAN to a wireless device such that the

wireless device is configured to transmit BAN medical
data of the patient.

22. The computer program product of claim 21, wherein
the wireless device is associated with the patient and the
wireless device of the patient transmits the BAN medical data
to an emergency service.

23. The computer program product of claim 21, wherein
the wireless device is associated with a helper and the wire-
less device of the helper transmits the BAN medical data of
the patient to an emergency service.

24. The computer program product of claim 21, wherein
the wireless device is associated with an emergency
responder and the wireless device of the emergency
responder transmits the BAN medical data of the patient to a
medical data server.
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25. The computer program product of claim 21, wherein
the wireless device of the emergency responder further
receives medical data about the patient from the medical data
server.

26. A method of unlocking a body area network (BAN) of
a patient comprising:

unlocking the BAN based upon a pre-defined patient action

performed by the patient, wherein the pre-defined
patient action to unlock the BAN includes pressing
against a pre-designated part of the body;

connecting the BAN to a wireless device; and

processing information from the BAN using the wireless

device.

27. The method of claim 26, further comprising, transmit-
ting BAN medical data of the patient by the wireless device.

28. The method of claim 27, wherein the BAN is connected
to a wireless device of the patient and the wireless device of
the patient transmits the BAN medical data of the patient to an
emergency service.

29. The method of claim 27, wherein the BAN is connected
to a wireless device of a helper and the wireless device of the
helper transmits the BAN medical data of the patient to an
emergency service.

30. The method of claim 27, wherein the BAN is connected
to a wireless device of an emergency responder and the wire-
less device of the emergency responder transmits the BAN
medical data of the patient to a medical data server.

31. The method of claim 30, wherein the wireless device of
the emergency responder further receives medical data about
the patient from the medical data server.

32. The method of claim 26, wherein, the BAN includes a
body area controller (BAC) and one or more body sensor units
(BSUs).

33. A method of unlocking a body area network (BAN) of
a patient to transmit medical data comprising:

determining if a pre-defined body change of the patient has

occurred or the patient is incapable of performing a
pre-defined patient action;

in response to a determination that the pre-defined body

change of the patient has occurred or the patient is inca-
pable of performing the pre-defined patient action,
unlocking the BAN automatically;
in response to a determination that the pre-defined body
change of the patient has not occurred and the patient is
not incapable of performing the pre-defined patient
action, unlocking the BAN based upon the pre-defined
patient action performed by the patient, wherein the
pre-defined patient action to unlock the BAN includes
pressing against a pre-designated part of the body;

connecting the BAN to a wireless device; and

transmitting BAN medical data of the patient by the wire-
less device.

34. The method of claim 33, wherein, the BAN includes a
body area controller (BAC) and one or more body sensor units
(BSUs).

35. The method of claim 33, wherein the BAN is connected
to a wireless device of the patient and the wireless device of
the patient transmits the BAN medical data of the patient to an
emergency service.

36. The method of claim 33, wherein the BAN is connected
to a wireless device of a helper and the wireless device of the
helper transmits the BAN medical data of the patient to an
emergency service.

37. The method of claim 33, wherein the BAN is connected
to a wireless device of an emergency responder and the wire-
less device of the emergency responder transmits the BAN
medical data of the patient to a medical data server.
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38. A body area controller (BAC) comprising:

a transceiver; and

a processor coupled to the transceiver, the processor con-

figured to:

determine if a pre-defined body change of the patient has
occurred or the patient is incapable of performing a
pre-defined patient action;

in response to a determination that the pre-defined body
change of the patient has occurred or the patient is
incapable of performing the pre-defined patient
action, unlock a body area network (BAN) automati-
cally;

in response to a determination that the pre-defined body
change of the patient has not occurred and the patient
is not incapable of performing the pre-defined patient
action, unlock the BAN based upon the pre-defined
patient action performed by the patient, wherein the
pre-defined patient action to unlock the BAN includes
pressing against a pre-designated part of the body;
and

connect the BAN to a wireless device through the trans-
ceiver such that the wireless device is configured to
transmit the BAN medical data of the patient.

39. The BAC of claim 38, wherein, the BAN includes one
or more body sensor units (BSUs).

40. The BAC of claim 38, wherein the wireless device is
associated with the patient and the wireless device of the
patient transmits the BAN medical data to an emergency
service.

41. The BAC of claim 38, wherein the wireless device is
associated with a helper and the wireless device of the helper
transmits the BAN medical data of the patient to an emer-
gency service.

42. The BAC of claim 38, wherein the wireless device is
associated with an emergency responder and the wireless
device of the emergency responder transmits the BAN medi-
cal data of the patient to a medical data server.

43. A body area controller (BAC) comprising:

means for determining if a pre-defined body change of a

patient has occurred or the patient is incapable of per-
forming a pre-defined patient action;

means for in response to a determination that the pre-

defined body change of the patient has occurred or the
patient is incapable of performing the pre-defined
patient action, unlocking a body area network (BAN)
automatically;

means for in response to a determination that the pre-

defined body change of the patient has not occurred and
the patient is not incapable of performing the pre-de-
fined patient action, unlocking the BAN based upon the
pre-defined patient action performed by the patient,
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wherein the pre-defined patient action to unlock the
BAN includes pressing against a pre-designated part of
the body; and

means for connecting the BAN to a wireless device such

that the wireless device is configured to transmit the
BAN medical data of the patient.

44. The BAC of claim 43, wherein the wireless device is
associated with the patient and the wireless device of the
patient transmits the BAN medical data to an emergency
service.

45. The BAC of claim 43, wherein the wireless device is
associated with a helper and the wireless device of the helper
transmits the BAN medical data of the patient to an emer-
gency service.

46. The BAC of claim 43, wherein the wireless device is
associated with an emergency responder and the wireless
device of the emergency responder transmits the BAN medi-
cal data of the patient to a medical data server.

47. A computer program product comprising:

a non-transitory computer-readable medium comprising

code for:

determining if a pre-defined body change of a patient has

occurred or the patient is incapable of performing a
pre-defined patient action;
in response to a determination that the pre-defined body
change of the patient has occurred or the patient is inca-
pable of performing the pre-defined patient action,
unlocking a body area network (BAN) automatically;

in response to a determination that the pre-defined body
change of the patient has not occurred and the patient is
not incapable of performing the pre-defined patient
action, unlocking the BAN based upon the pre-defined
patient action performed by the patient, wherein the
pre-defined patient action to unlock the BAN includes
pressing against a pre-designated part of the body; and

connecting the BAN to a wireless device such that the
wireless device is configured to transmit the BAN medi-
cal data of the patient.

48. The computer program product of claim 47, wherein
the wireless device is associated with the patient and the
wireless device of the patient transmits the BAN medical data
to an emergency service.

49. The computer program product of claim 47, wherein
the wireless device is associated with a helper and the wire-
less device of the helper transmits the BAN medical data of
the patient to an emergency service.

50. The computer program product of claim 47, wherein
the wireless device is associated with an emergency
responder and the wireless device of the emergency
responder transmits the BAN medical data of the patient to a
medical data server.



